
  

Blog search using Solr

● Overview: 
● Why is it different 
● How does it work

● Audience: 
● Intermediate to Advanced

● Today's example: 
● Searching WordPress

January 14, 2012



  

Overview

● 1. Installing and configuring Solr: 
● Theory
● Demonstration

● 2. Indexing a blog (WordPress): 
● Theory
● Demonstration



  

Overview continued

● 3. Searching: 
● Theory 
● Demonstration

● Additional topics and ideas
● Summary and question time



  

Overview – Diagram
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Starts with a story
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About Solr

● Lucene
● Apache license
● Fully featured

● http://lucene.apache.org/java/docs/features.html

● Java

http://lucene.apache.org/

http://lucene.apache.org/java/docs/features.html
http://lucene.apache.org/


  

1. Installing and configuring

● Basic example today is running on this 
laptop – not a production environment

● Solr: Java, servlet container
● WordPress: PHP, MySQL, web server, 

plug-in
● Open source compatible licenses



  

1. Before
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1. After
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1. Demonstration

● Tomcat service, home page
● Web Application Manager
● Solr example servlet
● Security tip – no Solr security implemented 

in this demonstration



  



  



  

2. Indexing WordPress

● Solr for WordPress plugin
● http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/solr-for-wordpress/
● Version 0.5.1
● Look at features

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/solr-for-wordpress/


  

2. Fields and connector

● Schema overview
● SolrPHPClient



  

2. Before
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2. After
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2. Demonstration

● Plugin install
● Plugin activate
● Solr configuration
● Ping – running or not?
● Index data (note about Firefox)
● Plugin options
● View in Solr admin



  



  



  

3. Searching

● Solr queries
● Facets to filter results
● Sorting
● Theme search template (optional 

customization)



  

3. Demonstration

● Search comparison
● Plugin inactive
● Plugin active

● Facet / filter
● View URL

● Sorting
● Pagination



  Before



  After



  News category facet search



  

Additional topics and ideas

● Tags – example blog did not use them
● Dynamic fields / custom post types
● Customized theme
● Aggregate multiple blogs (*access 

privileges to consider)
● Multiple Solr servers
● Hosted Solr solutions



  

Summary and question time

● Questions
● Review slides
● More demonstrations

● Create a new post -> indexing -> search
● How to create a new Solr index
● ...



  

Thanks!

● Enjoy WordCamp Victoria 2012 
● Thanks to the organizers
● Available later for questions

● Graham Nott
● Star Global
● http://www.starglobal.ca
● gnott@starglobal.ca

http://www.starglobal.ca/
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